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your head if you say one thing and mean another ; rather than
thoughtlessly hurry3 let me prolong my fast a little longer. It
would not hurt me. When a man fasts it is not the gallons of
water he drinks that sustains hims but God,"
He spoke with deep passion. A pin-drop silence followed.
Shaheed Saheb broke the ice. Gandhiji had said that he would
break the fast when Calcutta would return to sanity. That con-
dition had been fulfilled. Was he not imposing fresh conditions
by asking them to sign that declaration ? To this " legal argu-
mentS3 Gandhiji replied that there was no fresh condition im-
posed. All that was there implied in the original terms of the
fast. " What I have spoken now is only a home truth to make
you know what is what. If there is complete accord between
your conviction and feeling, there should^ be no difficulty in
signing that declaration. It is the acid test of your sincerity
and courage of conviction. If, however, you sign it merely to
keep me alive, you will be encompassing my death."
Everybody realized the solemnity of the warning.   Rajaji
and Acharya Kripalani, who had arrived during the latter part
of the discussion, proposed that they might leave Gandhiji alone
a little while and retire to the adjoining room to confer together.
Shaheed Saheb endorsed the suggestion.   They were about to
retire when an appeal signed by about 40 representatives of the
Hindus and Mussalmans, residents of Narkel Danga, Sitlatala*
Manicktola, and Kankirgathi areas was brought  in.   In that
appeal, the signatories swore that they would not allow any
untoward event or incident in that locality Which was the
worst affected during the previous riots, and earnestly prayed,
to Gandhiji to break his fast,   " It may also be reported," con-
tinued the signatories, " that no incident occurred in this mixed
area since 14th of August 1947."   " So our effort has not been
in vain," remarked Shaheed Saheb, as he read out the appeal,
" Yes, the leaven is at work," Gandlpji added.
Shaheed Saheb resumed, " Now that even the Muslims have
joined in the appeal, won't you break your fast ? This shows
that they have fully accepted your peace mission although they
are the aggrieved party in the present riots. It is all the more
Strange because at one time they looked upon you as their arch
;eneiny. But their hearts have been so touched by the services